Mission Project

FAQ
What is The Mission Project?

     The Mission Project is a parent organized and controlled housing alternative for semi-independent young adults with various developmental disabilities.  The Mission Project was begun in 2003 and the first residents moved into their apartments during the Summer of 2004.

     The Mission Project is based in the city of Mission, Kansas.  The city of Mission was picked for its central location in Johnson County, its friendly, small town feel and easy access to shopping and recreation.  Most residents live a block south of Johnson Drive, between Nall and Lamar Avenues.   

Is The Mission Project a group home?

     No, The Mission Project is not a group home.  Participants live semi-independently in their own apartment.  At present, no participant has a roommate but if a participant wishes to have a roommate who is also a participant in The Mission Project, that is fine. 

How do you join The Mission Project? 

     Becoming a member of The Mission Project is a multi-step process.  Initial contact will be made with the Recruiting Chairman who will have a face to face meeting with parents/guardians to describe in detail what The Mission Project is, how it works and parental/guardian duties and obligations.  After every question is answered and both parties are comfortable, parents/guardians will be given an application to become “Friends of The Mission Project.”  As a “Friend”, prospective participants and their families are encouraged to participate in the many social activities of The Mission Project.  This gives The Mission Project participants and their families the opportunity to get to know the current Mission Project participants and families.

     There is no set time that a prospective participant and family has to be a “Friend” but the more active you are, the quicker The Mission Project can make a determination as to how well a prospective participant will mesh with current participants.  At this point, prospective families can begin the formal application process to become “Active Members”, which means your child has been approved as a new member of The Mission Project and is ready to move in to the apartments in Mission.

How much does it cost to be a member of The Mission Project?

     The annual cost to be a “Friend of The Mission Project” is $100.  There is no formal cost or dues to be an “Active Member”.  However, there are costs associated with renting an apartment, utility bills, transportation, food, laundry, and the cost of paying for a service provider.  It is difficult to estimate because of individual needs and preferences, but on average these costs are around $1200 per month.    

Is there a limit of how many members will be allowed in The Mission Project?

     Presently there are 15 active members in The Mission Project.  There is no set number or cap on the number of active participants.  The Mission Project is always looking for qualified participants and families who will continue to move The Mission Project forward through the years.   

What if my child will require assistance in taking care of daily chores such as laundry, shopping, cooking and housekeeping?  

     Before a participant and family is accepted into The Mission Project as an active member, the Board of Directors will vote on if a prospective participant meets all the criteria to become a participant.  A contract has to be signed with a service provider to oversee these issues.  Most families in The Mission Project contract with Kansas Focus to do this.  More information can be provided as needed. 

As a parent, what is my obligation to The Mission Project if my child is accepted as an active member?

     As the parents of an active participant, your obligation to The Mission Project is multi dimensional.  Some of the duties include, but are not limited to attending monthly meetings, serving on one of our strategic committees, fund raising, manning The Mission Project telephone help line and sharing with driving participants to and from activities as needed.  

